The Spotlight, 2003 November 11 by unknown
IN THIS
ISSUE
NEWS••• The Lady Jaguar vol­leyball team 
ended their 
season with
a victory against 
Tuskegee. PAGE 3
Will the proposed 
changes to the HOPE 
Scholarship mean fewer 
of Georgia’s black stu­
dents in colleges? See 








review of The Matrix 
Revolutions. PAGE 8
FEATURES
Our trip to Utopia is over; 
time to go back to School 
Daze, but the Fusion of 
Morehouse and Spelman 
for homecoming makes 
for great memories.
Check out this week’s 
Opinion Poll. PAGE 6
Spelhouse love: a tragic 












The edgy urban board 
game Ghettopoly has 
made front page news for 
weeks. Spelmanites 
sound off about the 
stereotype.
PAGE 9
Autumn: falling leaves, 
giving thanks, breaking 













"I love the idea of our two 
institutions joined for home­
coming. Our experiences at 
Spelman and Morehouse are so 
intertwined that it only makes 
sense for us to celebrate home­
coming together," said Ebony 
McNeal, a P.U.L.S.E member 
and homecoming Deputy 
Director.
This year, Spelman and 
Morehouse came together to 
continue the tradition of a joint 
homecoming.
"I though that joint home­
coming was wonderful this 
year. It was good to see 
Spelman and Morehouse come 
back together and celebrate 
with each other after last year’s 
individual efforts," said Sheena 
Blackwell, a junior English 
major.
"As a sophomore and not 
having witnessed a joint home­
coming, I was excited," said 
Rachel Wilfred, a P.U.L.S.E 
member.
Last year, both colleges 
decided to deviate from the tra­
dition and have separate home­
comings. Since many students 
had different opinions about the 
new situation, P.U.L.S.E, decid­
ed to conduct group discus­
sions, polls, and questionnaires 
to evaluate the students’ feel­
ings and opinions about the sep­
arate homecomings. In addi­
tion, they received feedback 
from alumnae that they pre­
ferred the homecomings remain 
joined.
"I felt that the separate
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!!
Morehouse student Khaatim S. El will participate in a 
run-off election for School Board Representative 
against Byron D. Amos on Tuesday, November 25.
• Utopia: The annual 
Homecoming review 
in words and pictures. 
Story on Page 6
homecomings were good, but 
coming back together is a nice 
tradition because there was 
more student participation and a 
variety of activities," said Erica 
Fields, a junior Dual Degree 
major.
In response to the students’ 
opinions, both colleges came 
together equally on a financial 
basis to organize and plan 
homecoming 2003.
"It’s not about the people 
who plan it, its about the stu­
dents," said Melanie Bullock, 
co-chair of P.U.L.S.E and one 
of the directors of homecoming.
The main focus of both col­
leges’ homecoming staff was to 
ensure the students have fun 
and enjoy all the activities that 
are planned. Even though it 
was a stressful homecoming 
prepartion, the students were 
satisfied.
"Its was an incredible work­
ing experience planning home­
coming. Definitely, the results 
were pleasing," said Bullock.
Since this year’s theme was, 
"Utopia: Where No Boundaries 
Exist," which reflected the lega­
cy and tradition of the joint 
homecomings, it was a time of 
perfection and unity. Both col­
leges wanted all students to par­
ticipate and enjoy all the activi­
ties.
"This year’s homecoming 
was exciting, crunk, enjoyable, 
and overall great," said Bullock.





When the polls closed at 
Clark Atlanta University’s gym 
on Tuesday November 4th, only 
104 people had voted. That is 
not even 10 percent of the num­
ber of students registered to 
vote in Fulton county.
"The most upsetting part is 
that people just gave excuses 
like, I didn’t have time. They 
laughed at it like it was a joke," 
said SSGA president Asha 
Jennings.
Jennings and the rest of the 
SGA is extremely upset that 
their numerous attempts to 
encourage voter registration 
and participation went seeming­
ly unnoticed by the Spelman 
community.
This year the SGA intro­
duced the R.I.G.(Register in 
Georgia) campaign as a campus 
wide incentive to vote in 
Georgia. Many local politicians 
have called the AUC a sleeping 
giant, due to the large number 
of voters that do not participate 
in elections.




Several students have 
received prank phone calls in 
the last month from males who 
claim to be members of a 
Greek Council. The calls show 
up on Caller ID as Spelman 
Campus and usually occur in 
the late night to early morning 
hours. The calls end in asking 
for the person to meet some 
where the following day.
"My phone rang at about 3 
a.m. in the morning and when I 
answered, the person said he 
was in the brother fraternity to 
the greek organization I was 
interested in," said Rebecca 
Chattman, senior. "He said that 
he had just met with them [the 
sorority] and that they asked 
him to help weed out their 
interests. He then asked me to 
meet at 4 p.m. in lower Manley 
the next day wearing a 
Spelman sweatshirt. Right 
before he got off the phone he
• AUC Vote: SSGA 
expresses disappoint­
ment wih turnout.
Story on Page 11
"Karen Handel basically told 
us the AUC wasn’t worth her 
time, and apparently she was 
right," said SSGA vice-presi­
dent Flojaune Griffin.
Karen Handel won Fulton 
County commissioner with 
57.79 percent of the vote.
There have been two Meet 
the Candidate forums in the 
AUC. Handel declined to par­
ticipate in either one.
Along with the forums, SGA 
has held four voter registration 
drives and went door to door 
the night before the election 
reminding people to vote. The 
day of the election student rep­
resentatives went through the 
classroom building hallways 
with bullhorns making public 
service announcements.
"A lot of teachers closed
See VOTERS, page 4
also said I had the opportunity 
to give one of the members of 
the fraternity oral sex, or 
make myself orgasm over the 
phone. I hung up."
To date, no one has been 
harmed as a result of the 
phone calls but students and 
administrators are concerned.
"These phone calls could 
be really harmful to the greek 
organizations on campus. A 
lot of students may not realize 
that this has nothing to do 
with membership intake, and 
it’s also just a false represen­
tation of how the organiza­
tions operate," said Tanesha 
Stewart, member of Spelman’s 
Eta Kappa Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
"Members of all greek organi­
zations are strongly urging 
students to disregard these 
phone calls."
Miracle Myles, a members 
of Spelman’s Mu Pi Chapter
See CALLS, page 3
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The Spelman Spotlight is a 
biweekly publication. We wel­
come all submissions. 
Submissions are edited for space 
and to correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.
Opinions in the Perspectives 
section of The Spelman Spotlight 
are soley the views of the author, 
not the opinions of The Spelman 
Spotlight. They do no necessarily 
reflect the opinions of Spelman 
College, its administration, or The 
Spelman Spotlight advisor.
Letters and opinions must be 
typed, signed, and include full 
address and telephone number.
Please mail all correspondence 
to:
The Spelman Spotlight 
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box
1234 Atlanta, Georgia 
30314
Phone: (404) 270-5969 
Fax:(404) 270-5970
sspolight2002@yahoo.com
Where’s the Spelman 
Spotlight you ask? It’s in the 
Spotlight office in Lower 
Manley, room 104. It’s still in 
the office because if we pro­
duced the Spotlight with the 
equipment supplied to us in our 
office there’d never be another 
one.
The Spotlight office in it’s 
entirety (minus staff' donations 
& contributions) consists of 5 
desks, a phone, two Dell PC’s 
one which is inoperational, a 
really old microwave (which 
we really don’t know why it’s 
even there) chairs from Lower 
Manley, big file cabinets, and 
ocassionaly a family of visiting 
cockroaches that soon perish 
under the conditions.
Personally we have donated 
a printer, fax machine, and lap­
top. And of course, we don’t 
get paid, no- not paid yet, but 
ever. No credit hours are 
awarded, so we geuniely just 
recieve next to nothing for 
hours of hard work.
This is all to say that we 
don’t really complain about 
much. For us, putting together 
the Spotlight is fufilling a serv­
ice to our school. We enjoy 
having the opportunity to pro­
News in Brief
Gay black mayor elected In California
On November 4th, 2003, an openly gay, African American 
man won the mayor’s race in Palm Springs, California.
Ron Oden beat his opponent, incumbent Will Kleindienst 
with 51.3 percent of the vote, a margin of about 840 votes. 
Palms Springs has a 1 percent Black population and an esti­
mated 35-40 percent gay and lesbian population.
Previously, he served as a Councilmember for the City of 
Palm Springs for eight years and ran and lost in his race against 
incumbent Mary Bono in 2000 for the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Oden received his Bachelor of Arts in History, 
Sociology and Theology from Oakwood College in Huntsville, 
Alabama in 1978 and also holds a Masters in Theology and 
Ethnic Studies.
In the same election, openly gay Steve Pougnet and openly 
lesbian Ginny Foat were both elected to city council positions.
Racist police attitudes revealed in documentary
On October 21st, 2003, BBC Television aired a documentary 
that provides the first hard evidence of police racism.
BBC journalist Mark Daly went undercover for five and a 
half months as a police officer at the Greater Manchester Police 
Force in England. As a Probationary Constable, he secretly 
videotaped colleagues admitting their hatred for people of other 
races.
One officer is on tape admitting that he wanted to put on his 
Ku Klux Kian style hood and kill his Asian colleague. He was 
quoted saying, "I f**king hate him...I’d kill him. I’d put my 
f**king hood on my head and f**king chase him down the 
road." He is on camera making a hood out of a pillowcase and 
taped making the remark, "He f**king deserved it," about 
Stephen Lawrence, a murdered Black student, and comented 
that his killers should be given diplomatic immunity because 
they had done for England what others should do.
Daly was able to capture eight different officers from the 
North Wales force, the Greater Manchester force, and the 
Cheshire force on camera spouting similar racist remarks. 
Because the officers were from three different police forces, 
Daly’s documentary demonstrates an underground racist com­
munity within the police force.
The National Black Police Association called for Daly not to 
face charges following his arrest on suspicion of obtaining 
pecuniary advantage by deception and damaging police proper­
ty when he stuck a pinhole camera through a bullet proof vest.
Looking for part-time employment 
next semester?
The Law Offices of Clifford F. Altekruse, located In the 
heart of Midtown (minutes away from the AUC), 
is looking for a part time legal secretary!
Sophomore or Junior 
Reliable transportation 
Clerical experience in a legal enviroment 
preferred, but not required
Interested?
Please email erikadparr@aol.com for more information.
Class of 2004:
We’re going to JAMAICA!
Join the Senior Class as we venture to 
the Jamaica Grand resort in beautiful 
Ocho Rios, Jamaica!
$200 deposits can be paid by money order or 
cashier’s check (payable to Jamaica World 
Travel) to any member of the Senior Class 
Council at Market Friday on November 14.
For more information and to pay by credit 
card, please contact Michele Kow @ Jamaica 
World Travel 404-525-5555 or 1-800-772-0727
CORRECTIONS
• Above “I Wanna Be Greek When I Grow Up,” 
(Oct. 7, 2003, page 8) the greek characters for 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incoporated were 
written incorrectly.
vide our Spelman sisters with a 
paper that represents them.
To say that criticism is part 
of life is obvious. We all expe­
rience criticism in everything 
that we do. However, there is a 
type of criticism that Spelman 
students seem not to believe in.
It’s called CONSTRUC­
TIVE criticism. This is when 
you don’t sit in your room hav­
ing pow wow sessions about 
why the Spotlight isn’t weekly, 
and how come SGA didn’t do 
MORE to encourage voting, 
and how come homecoming 
wasn’t that way you thought it 
should be. This is when you 
approach the organization for 
which you have a criticism and 
respectfully share your 
thoughts, and then ask how 
you might be able to help 
improve upon your complaint.
It seems as though this is 
something Spelman women 
just aren’t willing to do.
It’s obvious that the number 
of Spelman women who actu­
ally actively contribute to stu­
dent life is very small. It’s 
obvious because you see the 
same faces encouraging voter 
registration, leading communi­
ty service, working on House
of Representatives committcss, 
working for the SGA or run­
ning for class council. These 
same people are also the presi­
dents of clubs, and organizers 
of protests. While you are 
reading you can probably name 
the people you know that are 
truly active within the Spelman 
community.
We’ve talked about, ana­
lyzed and complained about 
the apathy, but apparantly it’s 
not going anywhere. At least 
we could hope however that if 
you’re going to be apathetic, 
don’t dare complain about 
something you don’t like. If 
you don’t vote, you can’t be 
mad when policy are changed 
that are not in your favor. If 
you don’t contribute to our 
community, you can’t be upset 
that it does not exemplify what 
you think, or thought Spelman 
would be.
Whenever we leave this 
campus, we are living breath­
ing advertisements for 
Spelman College. Whether 
you choose to live up to that 
representation is soley up to 
you. But when you think how 
many students apply here and 
do not get in, and how many
students got in but somehow 
couldn’t make it here, under­
stand that we have all been 
blessed. Everyday we drag our 
feet across the yard, with our 
heads hanging complaining 
about how tired we are, under­
stand that someone else, would 
have given so much to walk in 
that same path.
Perhaps the reason that we 
as editors of the Spotlight are 
so dedicated to our job is 
because we understand that 
opportunities don’t always 
present themselves in the way 
that you want them. 
Sometimes you have to create 
them for yourself.
This is a charge Spelman 
students. Don’t leave us notes 
with sarcastic questions about 
the Spotlight, don’t tell the 
SGA that they could have done 
more. Do more for yourself. 
Do more for your campus. Do 
more for your community. 
Then and only then will 
Spelman live up to the legacy 
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In their last game of the 
2003-2004 volleyball season, 
the Spelman Jaguars wiped the 
floor with the Tuskegee Tigers 
beating them in three straight 
games. The Jaguars showed 
tenacity, enthusiasm, talent, and 
a desire to end their season with 
a bang.
"This is how we play. We
PHOTO | Shelley Robinson
Ashley Terrace, located only blocks away from campus, is used as campus housing for Spelman students.
Security low at Ashley Terrace Apartments
Wendi Ferguson 
Contributing Writer
Spelman students living at 
the Ashley Terrace apartment 
complex may be more suscep­
tible to crime due to the lack of 
security, than students living 
on campus.
The Spelman College 
Public Safety Department is 
certified by the State of 
Georgia as a police agency. 
Personnel with peace officer 
status have the same police 
authority as City of Atlanta 
Police on the campus and with­
in 1/4 mile (500 yards) of the 
institution. The Office of 
Residential Life offers off 
campus housing for students at 
the Ashley Terrace apartments 
that are, however, located 
approximately 2,060 yards 
from campus (560 yards out­
side of jurisdiction).
were together and everything 
went well," noted senior Larissa 
Long. The Jaguar’s completely 
blew away Tuskegee with smart 
passes, smooth spikes, and 
excellent communication. The 
ladies move like one fluid unit, 
impressing everyone in the 
crowd.
"They are playing so well. 
They’re talking, they’re hus­
tling, and they look like they’re 
having fun. This is what team 
sports is about," a spectator
Though the college requires 
written parental consent for a 
Spelman student to reside in 
the Ashley Terrace apartments, 
many students and their par­
ents are not informed that these 
apartments are located outside 
of public safety’s jurisdiction.
"The services we provide 
for Spelman students living at 
the apartments are the A.U.C. 
Shuttle and patrol of the 
entrance of the complex," says 
Steve Bowser, director of 
Spelman College Department 
of Public Safety.
Spelman students were first 
offered the option of residing 
at Ashley Terrace about 2-3 
years ago when the commer­
cial apartment complex was 
built, allotting the college a 
block of apartments under con­
tract. Students also reside at 
the facility along with other 
residents who are not students.
Spelman Volleyball Team 2003
Name Year Position Hometown
Sherita Hill Fr S Charlotte, NC
Lakesha Moore Jr OPP Houston, Texas
Zaria Chandler Jr OH Lynwood, IL
Roberta Moore Fr D San Diego, CA
Caren Howard Fr MH Columbia, Maryland
Jamila Henderson Jr MH Minneapolis, MN
Nelvia Johnson So S Parma, Missouri
Zakiya Polk Fr OPP/S Detroit, Ml
Crystal Daniels Fr MH Farrell, PA
Amanl Taylor So S Montclair, NJ
Larissa Long Sr OH Queens, NY
Shaba Lightfoot Sr OH Washington, DC
Monique Washington So D Fort Worth, Texas
June Jones Jr D/OH Marietta, GA
Jessica Scott-Felder Fr. D Atlanta, GA
commented. The energy on the 
court transferred to the crowd 
as the crowd began to chant, 
"Oh don’t you wish you were a 
Spelmanite like me!"
The volleyball team also 
took time between games to 
recognize seniors Shaba Athena 
Lightfoot and Larissa Long, 
both student-athletes since their 
freshman years. The pair 
received a standing ovation as 
they were acknowledged for 
their commitment.
"You should expect the peo­
ple living there to reflect the 
neighborhood," says Officer 
Bowser.
As a commercial apartment 
complex, the management at 
Ashley Terrace makes all the 
rules and has full responsibili­
ties for the residents there, 
including the safety of resident 
Spelman students.
Since the Spelman Public 
Safety Department’s jurisdic­
tion doesn’t protect students 
living at the apartment com­
plex, students cannot call them 
in the event of an emergency; 
they must contact the Atlanta 
Police Department for assis­
tance.
However, aid from the 
Atlanta Police Department 
may not arrive in a timely man­
ner, as a Spelman student liv­
ing at the housing facility 
learned earlier this semester.
"I’m so proud that they have 
the opportunity to end their 
sports careers at Spelman with a 
win," noted Valerie Lawrence, a 
line judge. Neither Lightfoot 
nor Long have ever played with 
as much tenacity or fire before. 
They greatly deserved their 
praise and will be sorely 
missed.
The Jaguar volleyball team 
ends their season with an 11-13 
record, the best in the Athletic 
department. Congratulations 
ladies on a season well-done.
"One night a man driving in 
a green Cadillac on dubs 
stopped in front of my terrace, 
asking few of my friends and 
me ‘Where’s the party at," says 
Kamilah Reid-Smith, a junior 
at Spelman.
According to Reid-Smith, 
after rejecting the man’s 
advances, he then rushed out of 
his car and proceeded up the 
steps to her apartment door.
"He banged on my door for 
about five minutes, suddenly 
claiming that he was ‘with 
Ashley Terrace Security and 
that we better let him in,’" says 
Reid-Smith, "I looked through 
the peephole and saw that the 
man had braids and gold teeth 
and was not wearing any style 
of uniform. He didn’t look like 
a security officer and his 
Cadillac seemed an unsuitable 
vehicle for a security officer to 
be driving while on duty. I was 
scared and called 911."
The Atlanta Police, howev­
er, didn’t show up until thirty 
minutes later, according to 
Reid-Smith.
"The time frame that it took 
the police to respond made the 
situation even more frighten­
ing," says Reid-Smith, "I’m 
sure that Spelman’s security 
officers could have responded 
much faster."
In addition to not being 
under the protection of 
Spelman’s Public Safety 
Department, many students 
residing at Ashley Terrace have 
only one lock on both their 
apartment and terrace doors. 
Students are also living with 
an apartment alarm system that 
is not operational.
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc reported her
phone call to the police in
early October. Again the call
was received at around 3 a.m.
and the caller asked personal
and sexually suggestive ques­
tions, as well as setting up a
meeting time.
“I stayed on the phone with 
him for about twenty minutes 
trying to figure out who it 
was, especially since he impli­
cated my organization,” said 
Myles. “He was really trying 
to suggest that this is part of a 
process and that these things 
are required to make it.”
Because there has not been 
a Greek Forum this year, there 
is a heightened sense of worry 
on behalf of the sororities and \
administration. Dr. Hikes,
Dean of Student Affairs has 
issued the following state­
ment:
Public Safety reports that 
Spelman students living on 
campus have received harass­
ing phone calls in their rooms.
It has been reported that some 
of the calls have been obscene 
in nature. The subject of the 
calls has been member intake 
in Greek organizations. Male 
callers have asked students to 
meet them in places and have 
suggested sexual favors were 
necessary to become a mem­
ber of sororities. It is reported 
that the calls do not start in an 
obscene way. But after the 
caller is on the line for some 
time, the conversation 
evolves.
Please know that these 
calls have NOTHING to do 
with the membership intake 
process in any Greek organi­
zation. I'm sure it goes without 
saying that meeting a stranger 
under these circumstances is 
very dangerous.
Please note that this is a 
hoax and could prove 
extremely dangerous. An offi­
cial Greek Forum will be held 
in the spring to provide com­
plete information about the 
Greek process.
There is a state law regard­
ing harassing phone calls. If 
you receive a harassing call, 
phone the Atlanta Police 
Department at (404) 853-4235 
or 911 (and ask for the Assault 
Squad). They have the capa­
bility to do a trace on your 
phone through our telephone 
provider.
Also, please note the fol­
lowing, if you receive such a 
call:
• Check your Caller ID (if 
you have that service)
• Log the date and time the 
call occured
• Note any particularities in 
the person's voice
All of this information 
should be shared with the 
police.
Be careful—Zenobia Hikes
If you have received a 
phone call please see public 
safety or Dr. Hikes immedi­
ately.
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US Casualties in Irag
A U.S. soldier was killed on Sunday night by a rocket-pro- 
pelled-grenade attack in Central Iraq. The soldier that was killed 
brings the number of U.S. troops killed in Iraq to 398, since the 
war was declared in May 2003. In addition, U.S. military officials 
are still investigating the missile attack on Friday’s Black Hawk 
Crash. All six U.S. military personnel on board died in the crash 
near Saddam Hussein’s hometown.
White House Alert
The White House went on alert Monday morning after an air­
craft crossed into the restricted airspace, which appeared to be an 
accidental violation. At the time of the violation, neither President 
Bush not first lady Laura Bush was present in the White House. 
When the White House alert system was activated, the Secret 
Service patrolled the White House grounds with rifles and other 
firearms.
Royal Rumble
Prince Charles of England has been discussing with his advis­
ers about the scandal in relation to the allegation made by a for­
mer royal servant. According to the prince’s spokesperson that 
told CNN, Prince Charles has no plans to publicly address the 
media about the allegation. Since the statement was announced 
last Thursday, there are also no plans to take legal action. 
Troops deployed to Mecca
Saudi security officials have deployed thousands troops to the 
city of Mecca because of concerns that terrorists could be plan­
ning attacks during the Muslim holiday, Ramadan. According to 
U.S. official, there is intelligence that there could be possible 
additional terrorist attacks in Saudi Arabia. Compiled from cnn.com
VOTERS, from page 1
their doors, and some actually 
told us we were being rude and 
disturbing their classrooms. 
What teachers don’t realize is 
that they are a big influence on 
students.
“It’s oxymoronic to teach 
political science but not to 
remind students to vote," said
The Spelman Spotlight is in 
need of a dedicated Business 
Manager, Office Manager, and 
Advertising Manager. If you are 
interested in any of the available 
positions please stop by our 
office in Lower Manley 104, or 
email us at
Sspotlight2002@yahoo.com
Quote of the Week33
...on voting...




Morehouse experienced a 
higher turnout this year with 
over 350 voters though there 
were over 1500 registered. 
Morehouse student Khaatim S. 
El will participate in a run-off 
against Byron D. Amos on 
November 25 for school board 
representative.
New HOPE scholarship requirements 
may emilminate black students
Maya T. Prabhu 
Features Writer
Statistically there is a large 
gap between white and black 
student’s SAT scores in 
Georgia. On average, whites 
score much higher than 
African-Americans. Georgia 
seniors last school year had an 
average SAT score of 984, the 
lowest of any state. Georgia’s 
white students scored 1035 
while Georgia’s black students 
scored 852. Knowing this, 
should Georgia add a minimum 
SAT score to the requirements 
that high school students must 
meet to earn the HOPE scholar­
ship?
Currently, the only require­
ment to receive the HOPE 
scholarship is that the student 
be a Georgia resident, graduate 
with at least a 3.0 GPA and 
maintain a B average while 
attending a college in Georgia.
Students attending public 
colleges or universities are eli­
gible to receive full tuition as 
well as money for books and 
fees, while students attending a 
private school, such as Spelman 
College, are eligible for a grant 
of up to $3000 annually. Since 
the HOPE scholarship began on 
September 1, 1993 until
October 11 of this year, 1,243 
Spelman women received
Georgia SAT Statistics 2003 Ethnic Breakdown







Latin American, South 
American, Central American, 
or other Hispanic Lation
money from the HOPE scholar­
ship towards their education.
Fourth-year dual-degree 
Spelman student and Georgia 
resident Amber Roberts com­
mented, "Knowing that 
African-Americans in
[Georgia] don’t have the same 
resources and [don’t receive] 
the same quality of [education] 
to achieve the same SAT scores 
[as whites], I would have to say 
this policy would exclude a lot 
of minority [students] who 
already don’t have the privilege 
of pursuing higher education."
Roberts continued, "Living 
in the Atlanta area for some 
years now I know that majority 
schools have an abundance of 
resources that black schools just 
don’t have. As well as govern­
ment funds going to these pub­
lic majority schools, alumni and 
parents of students at these 
schools make donations to the 
high schools."
Gov. Sonny Perdue stated he 
wants state officials to consider 
adding a minimum SAT score 
to the requirements high school 
students have to meet to earn 
the HOPE scholarship. Though 
Purdue did not suggest a mini­
mum score, many other states 
with requirements similar to the 
requirements for the HOPE 
scholarship require a minimum 
1000 SAT.




average SAT score for Georgia 
and almost 150 points higher 
than the average SAT score for 
black Georgia students.
Senior Spelman student and 
HOPE scholarship recipient 
Victoria Green voiced that if a 
minimum SAT score was 
required, many African 
Americans may not be able to 
attend college.
"Being that standardized 
tests have been found to be 
biased against African- 
Americans, I don’t think that [a 
minimum SAT] should be able 
to determine if a student quali­
fies for the scholarship, espe­
cially since it is a public schol­
arship." Green continued, 
"Since standardized tests don’t 
accurately gauge [a student’s] 
ability to succeed in college, if 
they use the SAT score as a 
requirement it will make it very 
difficult for a lot of people, 
especially African-Americans, 
who are academically able but 
not financially able to go to col­
lege."
State figures show that set­
ting new requirements would 
keep some B students from 
qualifying for HOPE, saving 
the program much-needed 
money. State officials estimate 
creating a HOPE requirement 
of at least 1000 on the SAT 
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Howard U. Nixes Marching Band's
Appearance in DMX Video
Byron Stewart 
Features Writer
The Howard University 
marching band was offered a 
spot in the rap video "We Bout 
to Blow" by DMX, but univer­
sity officials decided that par­
ticipation would not be in the 
best interests of the university.
"The timing of the request 
did not give General Counsel a 
lot of time to review the con­
tract," Franklin Chambers, vice 
provost of student affairs said. 
"In the end, we decided that it 
wasn't in our best interest to 
commercialize what we do edu­
cationally."
Over the years, the marching 
band has done many events 
with Def Jam artists such as 
DMX, and the marching band 
was offered the video based on 




lated about when and where on 
campus the video would be 
shot.
For the video, the band was 
to form "DMX" on the field, 
along with the title of the song 
"We Bout to Blow." A dance 
routine was also created.
The promoter for DMX was 
ready to shoot the video, with 
the marching band segment to 
be performed Oct. 21.
"I was looking forward to 
shooting the video on Tuesday 
(Oct. 21)," Shaun Roberts, a 
band member and an electrical
New guidelines for quality care at MacVicar
Leigh Davenport 
Editor-in-Chief
The Department of Health 
Services has refined its guide­
lines for staff and students to 
policies issued by the college 
medical board.
New policies for better 
patient care include updated 
technology via MDHub.com 
for scheduling appointments 
and applying other medical 
inquiries, Med One ambulance 
service in addition to the cur­
rent partnership with Southern 
ambulance, improved health 
forms in addition to the original 
OB/GYN History form such as 
the Encounter and Health 
forms, and regulated proce­
dures for patient confidentiality. 
Teaching staff and administra­
tion are no longer entitled to 
medical care.
Previously, students were 
required to pay health charges 
in tuition costs whereas teach­
ing staff and the administration 
benefited waived medical fees.
"We’re here for the students. 
That’s our mandate now. What 
we did for staff was a courtesy," 
said Brenda Dalton, staff nurse
engineering major, said. "This 
would have been my first rap 
video. The video would have 
been great exposure for the 
band and the university."
On Oct. 20, DMX arrived in 
D.C. and started shooting his 
video at a local club, 1223. Also 
that day, promoters for DMX 
met with Howard administra­
tors to decide whether the video 
would be shot on campus.
However, the university 
decided that the video would 
not be shot at Howard. That 
same day, the band was 
informed that they were not 
going to participate.
"I was highly disappointed," 
Olu Oyelaja, a political science
at Spelman College.
The Health Care Insurance 
Portability and Accountability 
Act (HIPPA) passed by 
Congress in 1996 demands that 
medical facilities obey guide­
lines set by the government for 
better patient health care.
Government health officials 
may make unannounced visits 
or "audits" to medical facilities 
to ensure proper administration 
of medical practice.
Students now appreciate 
services at MacVicar Hall that 
conduct an organized waiting 
area on the first level and effi­
cient OB/GYN clinic on the 
second level of the building.
major, said. "As 
long as the video 
did not offend 
anyone, than it 
still should have 
been done. Even 
still, DMX is our 
culture, and far . .
. worse things 
occur on [nearby] 
Georgia Avenue 
on an everyday 








at the university 
must remain an 
integral part of 
everyday life of 
not only the stu­
dents but the administration as 
well," Jahdai Dawes, a physical 
therapy major, said. "Concern 
has been expressed over the 
potential offensive nature of the 
video, but I find it more offen­
sive when my friend is assault­
ed at a university function and 
the assailant[s] are allowed to 
remain and enjoy themselves 
the rest of the evening. Where is 
the administration then?"
DMX and his promoters say 
they are going to attempt to 
shoot the video elsewhere using 
the same concept. They have 
been looking into other univer­
sity locations, such as Morgan 
State University in Baltimore.
"We want to make sure that 
we are in compliance with the 
law," said Dalton.
In conjunction with Med 
One emergency responders, 
Dalton hopes to create a part­
nership in CPR training for 
S.H.A.P.E. students and dormi­
tory resident assistants.
Students may look forward 
to a theater production series 
titled "Secrets," sponsored by 
Kaiser Permanente for first and 
second year credit.
Asthma poses another 




According to various studies 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
African-Americans are more 
likely to suffer from severe 
asthma than any other racial 
group.
Asthma is a chronic lung 
disease characterized by airway 
inflammation and obstruction. 
Various symptoms of asthma 
include coughing, wheezing, 
and shortness of breath. 
Environmental and allergenic 
factors can trigger an asthmatic 
attack. Nearly 15 million 
Americans, which is more than 
five percent of the U.S. popula­
tion, is affected by asthma.
According to the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, primarily 
minorities and low-income pop­
ulations have "significantly 
higher rates of fatalities, hospi­
tal admissions and emergency 
room visits due to asthma than 
the overall population." For 
reasons unknown, asthma is 
even more prevalent amongst 
black children. Unfortunately, 
asthma during childhood is the 
leading cause of absenteeism in 
school. Thus, asthma can hinder 
educational stimulation for chil­
dren. Asthma also imposes on 
daily activities such as work, 
sports, and other recreational 
activities.
Asthma rates have increased 
over the years in the African- 
American community at a sig­
nificantly fast rate. During the 
80s, 39 out of 1000 blacks had 
asthma. In the 90s, the asthma 
incidence rate then increased to 
70 out of 1000 blacks. Now, a 
reported 83 out of 1,000 blacks 
has asthma. The asthma epi­
demic is still steadily increasing 
in the black community.
The overall mortality rate of 
asthma in the U.S. is quite low 
in comparison to other coun­
tries. Despite America’s low 
asthmatic death rate, African- 
Americans are four times more 
likely to die from asthma than
If you still haven’t gotten it yet, 
we want you to vote. You have 
another change. November 25, 
2003. Run-off for school board 
representative.
whites. Since blacks are less 
likely to get proper medical 
care, the mortality rate is much 
higher than other races that 
have asthma.
Health care in the black 
community is at an all time low. 
As a result, conditions such as 
asthma are becoming harder to 
control. African-Americans are 
less likely to take proper care of 
their asthma than whites. A 
study found that only 35 per­
cent of black patients use 
inhalers compared with 54 per­
cent of whites. Only 28 percent 
of blacks see specialists in com­
parison with 41 percent of 
whites. Even more alarming is 
the fact that black women are 
less likely to take medications 
for asthma.
According to a study by Dr. 
Peter J. Gergen for the Agency 
for Health Care Policy and 
Research, hospitalization rates 
for blacks with asthma are 1.5 
times higher for people residing 
in poor areas compared to 
blacks in wealthier areas. 
Blacks with poor health care are 
mostly affected by the worst 
symptoms of asthma.
Blacks who live in urban 
areas are also at a higher risk of 
getting asthmatic attacks. 
Asbestos and carcinogens 
found in most city atmospheres 
contribute to further asthma 
complications.
Asthma is an incurable dis­
ease so the only way to control 
it is through medication. 
Avoiding environmental trig­
gers such as allergens, viruses, 
tobacco smoke and other out­
door air pollutants is also of the 
utmost importance.
There is still no valid biolog­
ical evidence for why asthma is 
more prevalent in the African- 
American community. One of 
the only certainties is that until 
blacks get better quality care 
and more access to health care, 
the battle with asthma will con­
tinue.
Sources include the follow­
ing: www.cnn.com, www.geoc- 
ities.com, www.ahcpr.gov, and 
www.nbc.com.




What stands out to you as 
most memorable from past
Homecomings?
Ahjani Fuller, Senior
"During the Homecoming 2000 Fashion 
Show, Ludacris was introduced and 
everyone was like, ‘Who? What? 
Whatever...’. No one knew who he was 
so no one paid him any attention."
Candis Jones, Sophomore
"Last year, some girls were dancing 
inappropriately in formal dress wear at 
the Coronation Ball...that’s a no-no!"
Ekua Assabill, Senior
"One of my friends got really dressed up 
for the Coronation Ball and her date 
showed up in some khakis and a really, 
really, really wack attempt at a dress 
shirt."
Daiquiri Steele, Senior
"At the 2000 Homecoming Parade, the 
head on the wooden Omega Man float 
was decapitated by a tree so one of the 
brush had to carry it as he ‘hopped’ 
through the parade."
Kelli Peterson, Sophomore 
"Being in the Homecoming Par 
realizing that I waved at Spike L
Takeena Thompson, Senior 
"During the 2001 Homecoming i 
Ghostface was on stage for thre 
and no one was feeling him exce 
Morehouse groupies in the front
Jerrice Boyd, Senior 
"During the 2000 Homecoming < 
Busta Rhymes brought a girl c 
and she had a hole in her tights.
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Jennifer Tuck, Senior
"At the 2001 Homecoming concert, one 
of my friends fell asleep during 
Ghostface’s performance and she was 
knocked out across one of the benches."
Racquel Jackson, Senior
"Last year, one of my friends got her hair 
done for the Coronation Ball in an ‘up-do’ 
but it fell and she had to walk around all 
night with lopsided hair."
Nailah Timberlake, Senior
"During the 2000 Fashion Show, I 
remember a whole bunch of half-naked 
bodies and people licking sticky sub­
stances off one another...! think after 
that ‘performance’ they banned home­




It’s funny how things seem to fall right into place 
when you least expect them. Who could have, or even 
for that matter, would have imagined that what have 
developed into two highly accredited institutions now 
known for their immense capabilities of building strong, 
determined leaders for the past century, would end up 
across the street from each other? Who could have pre­
dicted that these two institutions would join together, 
fostering a relationship that would outlast that of any 
other two HBCUs? No one could have predicted this, 
but sometimes fate overpowers circumstance. It was fate 
that created the magic that we know today as the leg­
endary "Spelhouse" relationship [Spelhouse (adj): of or 
developed from a Spelman woman and Morehouse 
man]. What man could resist the tempting desire to have 
a Spelman woman on his arm? What lady could resist the 
urge to try out a Morehouse man at least once? We have 
all traveled that path, and while we like to believe that 
we are in control of where it will lead us, we must 
acknowledge that the decision is not our own.
The Spelhouse relationship, mentioned in a previous 
Spotlight article as being too "marriage-like," has had a 
different impact on each person that has chosen to ven­
ture down that path. While the Spelhouse relationship 
has left many disappointed, it has left many more thank­
ful for the opportunity to find their soulmate. Ever since 
the early days of Spelman and Morehouse, the two held 
social events that allowed the students matriculating at 
both institutions to meet and socialize and from there, 
the rest became history. The brotherhood-sisterhood 
relationship began to transform and now several students 
bypass that relationship in search of the girlfriend- 
boyfriend relationship, hoping in the end to have found 
mates worthy of themselves. And several have achieved 
their goal; numerous Spelman alumna and Morehouse 
alumni managed to maintain their relationships at these 
prestigious institutions and several accepted the chal­
lenge of maintaining these relationships after their 
matriculation. So many Spelhouse relationships have 
progressed on to the next step of marriage that a little 
chapel, Danforth Chapel, has been chosen as a facility 
dedicated to the marriage ceremonies of Spelman 
women and Morehouse men.
With homecoming just passed, alumni from both 
institutions flooded the gates in search of reliving their 
years here, in a matter of days. Several returning alumni 
are still living Spelhouse relationships. Many returned 
with their husbands or wives for the festivities, and some 
came to visit their children who are now enrolled in on e 
of these institutions. You many know ‘Spelhouse 
babies’ as we call, students who have both the legacy of 
Spelman and Morehouse running deep in their blood. 
Are these children also in search of their own Spelhouse 
relationships?
It is important to keep in mind that while Spelhouse 
relationships may appear the "popular" thing to do upon 
entry to one of these institutions, the perfect relationship 
cannot be forced. What can be mentioned, however, is 
that "good things come to those who wait" and "what is 
destined to be, will be." With this in mind, maybe a 
Spelhouse relationship will find its way into our lives 
and maybe it will not. But in the meanwhile, let us con­
tinue to preserve the Spelman-Morehouse brotherhood 
and sisterhood, while fostering the Spelman- Morehouse 
friendship. And in closing, as a Spelman alumna (c’68) 
said in a brief encounter with a Spelman student from 
her hometown, "you may not have found a good 
Morehouse man yet, but be patient because the dating 
pool outside of here only gets worse. You may not see 
their value now, but the time will come." She now 
resides in Atlanta with her husband, a Morehouse man, 
and has been married for the past thirty-five years. 
Chelsea Rodgers, Contributing Writer
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Matrix Revoultions'. Inevitable, but lacking
Erika Parrish
Executive Priduction Editor
"Everything that has a begin­
ning has an end." And so it goes 
with the saga of Neo and crew 
in The Matrix Revolutions, the 
final installation of the Matrix 
trilogy, brainchild of sci-fi 
gurus the Wachowski brothers. 
Conspiracy theorists the world 
over latched onto the trilogy’s 
dark storyline with The 
Matrix's initial release on 
Warner Brothers in 1999, and if 
for no other reason than to com­
plete the series and to see the 
resolution of The Matrix 
Reloaded'?, cliffhanger ending, 
Revolutions is bound to be a 
blockbuster hit. Many movie­
goers, however, will no doubt 
leave theaters unable to decide 
if they loved or hated the finale, 
and will probably be moved to 
see the feature more than once.
The movie begins where the 
second chapter of the trilogy, 
Reloaded, left off. Neo (Keanu 
Reeves) has developed awe­
some powers of telekinesis 
capable of destroying the 
machine sentinels. His arch 
nemesis, the renegade program 
Smith (Hugo Weaving) has 
crept out of the matrix and into 
Zion by taking over the body of 
Bane (Ian Bliss), a crew mem­
ber on one of Zion’s ships. The 
Oracle (played in this chapter 
by Mary Alice, best remem­
bered as Resident Director 
Lettie Bostic from the early
years of A 
Different World) 
prophecies to 
Neo that the end 
of the war 
between the 
humans and the 
machines is 
approaching 
fast, and the fate 
of both the 
human world 
and machine 
world will be in 
his hands, or in 
Smith’s.
Outside of 
the good versus 
evil plot, view­
ers get more in 
depth looks at 





t e r s . L i n k 
(Harold Perrineau) and Zee 
(Nona Gaye) must fight for 
their lives and for the life of 
Zion if they are to ever see one 
another again; Morpheus 
(Lawrence Fishbum) and Niobe 
(Jada Pinkett) find themselves 
working side by side and rekin­
dling old feelings while Niobe’s 
new beau, Commander Jason 
Lock (Harry Lennix) finds him­
self occupied with the war; and 
the ongoing love story of Neo 
and Trinity (Carrie-Anne Moss) 
reaches new levels of sacrifice. 
Even with its pervasive images
PHOTO I Fox Studios
The program Smith (Hugo Weaving, right) has found a way to copy himself and cannot be controlled; the fate of the human world lies in the 
final showdown between Smith and Neo (Keanue Reeves, left) in Revolutions.
of war and death, Revolutions 
manages to portray very 
poignant images of the power 
of love and the strength of the 
human connection.
Moviegoers also get to see 
the return of the Merovingian 
(Lambert Wilson), the renegade 
program that Matrix fans will 
remember as the Keymaker’s 
kidnapper in Reloaded, and his 
stunning wife, Persephone 
(Monica Bellucci), whose 
wardrobe for both Reloaded 
and Revolutions, by the way, 
was styled almost completely of
surgical latex.
There are a couple of things 
to keep in mind before viewers 
rush off to finish the Matrix box 
set. First, Revolutions is a great 
date movie for male and female 
Matrix fans: guys will love the 
fighting scenes and special 
effects, especially Zion’s walk­
ing armored personnel units 
(APUs), and ladies will love the 
tender moments shared between 
the movie’s many couples. 
Second, if it’s been a while 
since you saw Reloaded, do 
yourself a favor and rent it;
viewers will find Revolutions 
harder to follow if the details of 
Reloaded aren’t fresh in the 
memory. Third, go into the the­
ater ready for anything. 
Suspending the belief that the 
series has to have a happy end­
ing will make viewers more 
receptive to the action. And 
finally, don’t wait through 30 
minutes of credits (like this 
reviewer did) waiting for the 
Reloaded-Wke surprise: there 
isn’t one.
www.careers.state.gov
Gain greater understanding of the world. Put 
your academic knowledge to work. Learn from 
experienced professionals. Add the name of 
the lead U.S. foreign affairs agency to your 
resume. Make the decision today to apply for 
a Student internship at the U.S. Department of 
State, if accepted, you may help fight the 
war on terrorism. Or promote U.S. commerce 
abroad. Or support diplomatic relations. Or 
contribute to similarly important work. Whether 
you're an undergrad or grad student, you can 
find an exciting, engaging experience at State. 
And a great start on your future.
For more information, contact
Ambassador James Ledesma, Diplomat in 
Residence, at jledesma@morehouse.edu, or 
visit www.careers.state.gov/student
★ CAREERS REPRESENTING AMERICA*
Equal Opportunity Employer




A new game that plays on 
the reality and the stereotypes 
of Black Culture has gained a 
great deal of popularity by glo­
rifying the negative aspects of 
the Black community.
Ghettopoly is a board game 
created by Asian-American 
David Chang, and for $29.95, 
you can play a game that Chang 
describes as ‘Portraying the 
Urban edge,’ in which players 
have the opportunity to buy 
stolen property, pimp hoes, 
build crack houses, pay protec­
tion fees, and get carjacked.
Ghettopoly replicates 
Monopoly in concept, but 
replaces the traditional game 
pieces so that players can play 
as a pimp, hoe, machine gun, 
weed leaf or basketball. Instead 
of houses and hotels, you can 
buy and build crack houses 
throughout the community. 
Instead of the basic cards, 
Ghettopoly has ‘pink slip’ cards 
and ‘hustle’ cards that says 
things like, "You are a little 
short on loot, so you decide to 
stick up a bank. Collect $75," or 
"You got yo whole neighbor­
hood addicted to crack. Collect 
$50 from each playa."
Ghettopoly sits as a clear 
example of the negative percep­
tion that people have of Black 
America and as an attempt to 
vilify the Black Community. 
Just by looking at the game 
pieces, we see what others per­
ceive as prominent within our 
community: the weed leaf rep-
F.A.C.T.S.
Fully Allowing you to Conceptualize the Terrorism that Surrounds you
1. Your brothers and sisters are SLAVES!
13TH AMENDMENT: Neither slavery nor Involuntary servitude except as a pun­
ishment for crime whereof the party shall be duly convicted shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
2. Your food, waterbeds, flight arrangements, and the Victoria Secret’s bra and 
panties you adore so much were created through the ENSLAVEMENT of your 
African American people. Prisoners are forced to work for 22 cents per hour 
while being charged 60 cents per minute by AT&T, MCI, and Sprint to call home 
long distance. Prisoners have no rights, they forever lose the right to vote (think 
about that). These prisoners, 46% black males, work for these large companies 
while incarcerated, adding the wealth of the handful of powerful white males 
(elected politicians and CEOs) who put them there.
3. Is it just Black men? NO. Black women are more than five times as likely to be 
in prison than white women.
4. Consider this: Under Apartheid, society condemned South Africa as racist, but 
numbers don’t lie: South Africa under apartheid (1993), Black adult men in 
prison: 851 per 100, 000; United States under George Bush (2002), Black adult 
men in prison: 7,150 per 100,000
5. What do We want You to Do?
At the very least talk about it to others, this plants the seeds for positive action. 
Never think you are Helpless, that’s how nothing gets done. The world is full of 
problems, find one you are passionate about and work on it. Just be conscious, 
and the opportunities will come. Compiled by Kirstin Byrd and Lakisha May
Brought to you by AUC Peace 
(meets every Tuesday at 7pm in Lower Manley)
PHOTO | ghettopoly.com
Contents of Ghettopoly include a Loan Shark Tray, 40 Crack Houses, 17 
Projects, Pink Slip Cards, Ghetto Stash and Hustle Cards, and 7 Game pieces 




amount of drugs, the basketball 
representing the importance 
that we put on sports, the 
machine gun representing the 
violence, and the pimp and hoe 
are representing the disrespect­
ful and devalued view of 
women.
As a conglomerate of edu­
cated African American stu­
dents, there should be more of 
an outrage and push to elimi­
nate this game from circulation. 
From its inception, I have only 
heard of one dialog in which 
students expressed their con­
cern over the game. 
Sociological-Anthropological 
Sisterhood: Scholar Activist For 
Reshaping Attitudes At 
Spelman (S.A.S.S.A.F.R.A.S) 
hosted a forum on Monday,
October 27, 2003 to discuss the 
game and the implications of its 
use. Many of the attendees felt 
that the game did hold some 
truth in terms of aspects that are 
prominent within the Black 
Community, but found it prob­
lematic that the game made 
light of these issues.
Not only do we need to 
deconstruct people’s negative 
perception of African 
Americans, we also need to 
address the issues that plague 
our communities. We need to 
break the false consciousness in 
which we live that has been 
placed on us by the dominant 
society and make a serious and 
proactive stand against acts of 
racism as seen through different 
forms of oppression.
PHOTO | Photographer
Is Fall the Season for Breakups?
It's rapidly becoming 
autumn and the Cosby Building 
is shedding her summer exterior 
in preparation for winter; 
Spelman students scurry to their 
classes and socialization glides 
through the air like a falling 
leaf, everything appears nor­
mal. However, so many stu­
dents say they are going 
through difficult break ups, that 
it seems more like a trend.
"It's the season," a first-year 
student said as she hurried to 
her 8 a.m. class.
The AUC is full of relation­
ships. Some healthy and some 
not. Yet, one might wonder why 
so many couples are deciding to 
call it quits this season.
"I think black women are 
clinging to the wrong things in 
the wrong men," said senior 
Spelmanite Jasmine Flowers.
It may be the case that black 
women in the AUC are clinging 
to the wrong things, but why are 
they choosing these relation­
ships?
"Many women want to reen­
act past relationships or past 
loss and attempt to correct a 
previous loss in a relationship," 
said Mary Margaret Hill, M.S., 
L.P.C., a therapist in the 
Spelman College Counseling 
Center.
"For many African American 
women, not having their fathers 
in their lives plays a major role 
in wanting to make that happen. 
It is all tied up into how you see 
yourself and if you think you 
are an OK person or loveable."
Hill was careful to note that 
although not having a father- 
figure can be a problem it is not 
the end-all of a woman's love 
life; she said that women are in 
control of their own destinies 
and many overcome this issue.
No matter what the cause of 
an unhealthy relationship, 
breaking up is hard to do.
Spelman College Junior, 
Monica Chambers, said that she 
had a lot of difficulty cutting off 
her ex "cold turkey." Although 
the break up was mutual, it was 
hard to end the relationship and 
consequent friendship of one 
and a half years.
"It was difficult at first, I 
tried to see if a friendship 
would work after the break up.
We went back and forth and 
back and forth, but ultimately 
I realized that we will never be 
friends because it will never 
work. I'm much happier now," 
said Chambers.
According to Hill, going 
back and forth after a break up 
is not as unhealthy as one may 
think. "Actually, as long as 
someone is not being brutal­
ized, I'm not sure that strug­
gling to let a person go is a bad 
thing," she said. "If you're 
going back then there is still 
something that you don't 
know. You need to be con­
vinced that the relationship is 
not going to change. This 
may help you to know that it is 
over; know that your options 
have all been exhausted."
The see-saw motion that 
women go through post-break 
up is normal, but when has the 
grieving process gone on too 
long?
"Sadness is normal after a 
break up, but not clinical 
depression," said Hill. "There 
is no set time in which one is 
supposed to grieve, it depends 
on how long you were in the 
relationship, the quality, previ­
ous loss, circumstances sur­
rounding the break up, etc. 
There are a lot of issues to 
look at before you decide that 
the grieving process has been 
prolonged."
Hill explained that after a 
break up people usually go 
through a series of stages: 
shock, sadness, anger, bar­
gaining, and then acceptance.
The stages are not clear cut 
and do not follow in a strict 
progression.
Sadness, Hill said, is some­
times accompanied by a phys­
ical side such as under or over 
eating, wanting to hurt one's 
self, or difficulty focusing.
In these instances, one 
should consider looking for 
professional support.
Hill said depression is cer­
tainly a common side effect of 
a break up.
After 15 years as a 
Spelman therapist, Hill said 
Spelman women are very 
insightful about their own 
process. She said Spelmanites 
know who they are and where 
they are going, and are very 
motivated to have healthy and 
respectful relationships.
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Reparations: The controversial topic of a nation 
that still refuses to give back
Nailah Timberlake 
Features Editor
For decades, African 
Americans have fought for the 
contributions of their ancestors 
to be recognized and recently 
progress has been made.
Even though the struggle 
still continues on many differ­
ent levels, the recent recogni­
tion and acknowledgement of 
the role that Blacks have played 
within the Revolutionary War, 
the Civil War as well as the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement 
has undoubtedly put us closer to 
further recognizing their role 
and solidifying their contribu­
tions in history.
Crispus Attucks & the American 
Revolutionary War
On October 16th, 2003, the 
U.S. Mint presented a check for 
over $1 Million dollars to the 
Black Patriots Foundation 
which consisted of the sur­
charges that the Crispus Attucks 
Silver Dollar accumulated over 
the course of five years.
In February of 1998, The 
Black Patriots Foundation 
sponsored the creation of a sil­
ver dollar that featured the face 
of Crispus Attucks on one side 
and a depiction of a Black colo­
nial family on the other. The 
creation of this coin on the 
275th anniversary of his birth, 
honors the role that Attucks 
played as the first person to
give his life for the independ­
ence of the United States during 
the Boston Massacre on March 
5th, 1770.
The coin stemmed from the 
Black Patriots Coin Law which 
was enacted by President 
Clinton in 1996 to commemo­
rate the contributions that 
African Americans made 
towards the founding of 
America.
The surcharge funds that 
were earned from the sale of 
the coins will go towards the 
construction of the Black 
Revolutionary War Patriots 
Memorial which will be 
located on the National Mall 
in Washington D.C. The 
coins were a part of the 
fundraising program to erect
this monument in memory of 
the 5,000 enslaved and freed 
blacks who fought for the inde­
pendence of this nation during 
the American Revolutionary 
War.
Sojourner Truth and The 
Women’s Suffrage Movement 
and The National Congress of 
Black Women, Inc. has begun a 
crusade to include Women’s 
Rights and Civil Rights activist, 
Sojourner Truth as part of the 
"Memorial to the Pioneers of 
the Suffrage Movement’ statue 
that currently sits in the US 
Capitol.
The Portrait Monument was 
created in 1920 to commemo­
rate the passage of the 19th
Amendment and to pay homage 
to the women who led the suf­
frage movement, which eventu­
ally gained women the right to 
vote.
The statue includes marble 
portrait busts of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton who was a former 
President of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association 
and the author of the women’s
"Black America must 
never forget the price 
paid for todays 
progress and promise. ” 
Johnetta B. Cole
bill of rights; Susan B. Anthony 
who was an abolitionist and 
temperance advocate who pro­
posed a constitutional amend­
ment that was passed sometime 
after her death; and Lucretia 
Mott who was an abolitionist 
and the organizer of the 1848 
Seneca Falls, New York 
Convention which launched the 
Women’s Rights Movement.
As a contemporary of the 
other three women featured on 
the statue, Sojourner Truth was 
not only an abolitionist but an 
avid women’s rights activist. 
Stanton, Anthony, Mott and 
Truth are the four that are 
known for founding the 
Suffragist Movement and are
generally credited for earning 
women the right to vote and 
gaining equality of rights with 
men.
The Portrait Monument has 
sat in the rotunda of the State 
Capitol since 1997 and A. Peter 
Bailey, Editor of Vital Issues: 
Journal of African American 
Speeches states that, "The 
whole idea is to provide visitors 
who come to the Capitol a 
valid piece of history, and 
the omission of Sojourner
Truth is perpetrating a his­
torical incorrectness that 
must be rectified."
The resolution to add 
Truth’s bust to the monu­
ment is currently in 
Congress and over 5,000 
people have signed the peti­
tion to put pressure on the 
members of Congress to pass 
the resolution.
Harriet Tubman & the Civil War
On October 31st, 2003, 
President Bush signed an 
appropriations bill that grants 
the descendants of Harriet 
Tubman $11,750 for a Civil 
War pension Tubman was 
denied.
The matter was brought to 
the attention of Senator Hillary 
Rodham Clinton (D-NY) by 
students of the Albany Free 
School who had been studying 
Tubman’s life. Clinton then 
pushed for the federal govern­
ment to provide the pension to
Tubman’s descendants, who 
plan to use the money to main­
tain The Harriet Tubman Home, 
a historic site in Auburn, New 
York where she lived for many 
years.
As a former slave, Harriet 
Tubman led over 300 other 
slaves to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad. After 
serving as a spy, scout, and 
nurse for the Union Army dur­
ing the Civil War, Tubman 
requested a pension and should 
have received one from January 
of 1899 to March of 1913, when 
she died.
The $11,750 only represents 
the amount that she was shorted 
on her husband’s pension. It is 
the result of a Federal War 
Veteran Widow’s Pension 
Benefit based on the time that 
her second husband, Nelson 
Davis served during the Civil 
War.
Many of Tubman’s rela­
tives and supportes are still 
seeking the funds that are due to 
Tubman as a result of her serv­
ices during the war.
It is clear to see generations 
later, there are battles that still 
must be fought in order to recti­
fy the past. Our ancestors not 
only fought side by side, if not 
in front of others, and it is 
through their accomplishments 
and continued work that we 
have a foundation for our histo­
ry and our future.
QDDTPD 
ULTA7
College Student Pre-Commissioning Initiative
' Ml " ' "• :
BENEFITS
I ► No more student loans ► Free travel
1 ► No more part-time jobs > Free dental/medical care
I ► Receive up to $2,200.00 ► Optional life insurance
monthly salary coverage
1 ► FULL TUITION PAID ► Summer employment
I ► Books and fees paid > 30 days paid vacation
ELIGIBILITY
1 ► US Citizen ► Age 20-26 upon graduating
1 ► Maintain 2.5 GPA from college
1 ► Must have completed ► Be a sophomore or junior in ’
60 college credits a 4-year college program j




Let the U.S. Coast Guard help you achieve your goals. 
By enrolling in this program you'll train to become a 
commissioned officer while the Coast Guard pays for your 
college tuition. You’ll use this special training to enforce the 
law, protect property, and even save lives. Call to find about 
the exciting opportunities waiting for you in the Coast Guard.
Call 1-877-NOW-USCG ext. 1788 
or visit us on the web at gocoastguard.com
Local bookstore provides a 




Afrobooks at the West End Mall 
for major discounts.
Eighty percent of Afrobooks 
inventory features various best 
selling novels by African 
American authors like Eric 
Jerome Dickey, Pearle Cleage, 
James Earl Hardy, and Toni 
Morrison whom are available to 
readers for only $4.99.
Donations also fill shelves at 
local libraries, schools, and 
organizations such as the 
Auburn Library, West End 
Branch Library, Clark Atlanta 
University’s Philly Trendsetters 
club, and the National Council 
of Negro Women. Afrobooks 
also had the opportunity of 
hosting a book drive with stu­
dents of Spelman College.
"Community service is 
important for growth and expo­
sure of the store. The awareness 
of books in the community is 
necessary," said Susie Ford, 
Store Manager.
Afrobooks, Inc., founded by 
Dr. Pius Eze in 1993, sells dis­
counted books based on a large
inventory from major chain cor­
porations and individual retail­
ers.
"Sales are high because the 
corporation sales are satisfy­
ing," said Ford.
"Our mission statement is to 
provide books by and about 
people of African American 
descent at an affordable price."
Currently, a display of best 
selling novels and recent releas­
es include: Love by Toni 
Morrison, The Journey From 
Here by Margaret J. Hodge, 
Naughty and Nice and The 
Other Woman by Eric Jerome 
Dickey.
Aside from book sales, 
Afrobooks hosts book signings 
of local authors during earlier 
weeks of each month.
Special events by Afrobooks 
are listed in "Booking Matters," 
a literary Magazine edited by 
Shunda Liegh which highlights 
new book releases, author pro­
files, an African American book 
directory, and a book club 
showcase. Free copies are 
available the first week each 
month at various book stores 
and libraries.
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Sorority fight ends in suspensions
People joked about it in the Maroon Tiger. They whispered about it in the cafete­ria and in front of the mailboxes. At the step show, people even spoke openly about it. But never did anyone expect what happened on Wednesday. The chap­ters founded in 1979 and 1969 respectively have always had a tumultuous relation­
ship. Friendships fostered during freshman week begin to shatter during second 
semester sophomore year as people pledge different organizations. Everyone swears 
things will stay the same, but they never are. Either the enticement of being in the 
“tightest” undergraduate chapters of the two most prestigious Greek lettered organi­
zations for women goes to their heads, or the time commitment changes their outside 
friendships. Regardless, the change happens.
Asha and I started out as classmates, then SSGA cabinet members, and eventual­
ly summer roommates and friends. I never imagined that the person I relied on and 
often referred to as my SSGA mentor and counterpart would be the target of my most 
violent expression of anger and rage in years. When her grandmother opened her 
home and allowed Asha and I to stay with her while interning this summer in 
Maryland, I never imagined that three months later we would be at the main gate of 
Spelman pulling out each other’s hair and using profanity so obscene I dare not 
repeat it. The source of the fight: AKA versus Delta.
The tension was high when we shared our week, but we pretended to support each 
other and ignore the rivalry. We acted like the homecoming presentations were not 
competitions, but they were. We pretended that the race for whose board would be 
best, whose tent would be tighter, and whose show would win did not exist, but it did! 
So, when our Spelman sister said that she thought that neither of our chapters made 
significant contributions to campus life, we called her a hater. What began as a con­
versation discussing the contributions of our chapters to the Spelman Community 
evolved into a yelling match of cheap shots about each other and the members of our 
respective organizations. As people gathered around and our line sisters stopped to 
see what the buzz was about, the debate became intense. Then she said it. “F*** You 
and your chapter!” My mother always taught me to fight words with words, but I lost 
my cool. When I hit her in the mouth she, Rhona, and Tashinda caught me quickly with 
a jab to the stomach and chest. Jihan and Camille tried to stop the fight but after a 
few too many accidental hits they got involved as well. Public Safety broke it up even­
tually, but not until blood was drawn and hair was snatched from the scalp. As I look 
at my busted lip, black eye, and missing patch of hair, I wonder was it all worth it. 
Especially since our chapters are suspended for the year...
FloJaune Griffin 
Contributing Writer
What you just read, while 
entertaining, was fictional. It 
saddens me that people are so 
consumed with Greek life that 
the only way to get you to read 
this article was to pretend that a 
dear friend and I were involved 
in a brawl at the gate. If you 
believed it for one second, you 
probably do not know any of 
the people named very well.
More important, however, 
than your familiarity with our 
character, is your apathy. It sad­
dens me that the most important 
number in my life right now is 
104. It is not my line number, or 
the amount of days I was 
online. It is not the number of 
times I got wood or the number 
of facts I had to know about 
Ethel Hedgeman Lyle. That 
number had no significance to 
me until Tuesday when I 
learned that only 104 people 
voted from Spelman and Clark 
Atlanta.
When I heard it, it was the 
first time in my life that I was 
ashamed to be black. I was 
ashamed, not because of what 
other people think of me, but 
obviously because of what we 
think of ourselves. Six of the 
seven candidates on the ballot 
on Tuesday were black.
One was a current student at 
Morehouse.
Even if that doesn’t matter to 
you, the welfare of Atlanta 
should. You live here now, 
whether you want to admit it or
not. People think that college 
students are disinterested and 
that black students are too dis­
organized to mobilize people to 
make a difference. Sadly, 
Tuesday you passed up a key 
opportunity to prove them 
wrong. I feel comfortable using 
the word “you” because only 
103 other people voted and at 
least 15 of them were from the 
surrounding community.
Therefore, the majority of 
the people reading this article 
were otherwise preoccupied for 
the 12 hours that the polls were 
open. I am not asking you to be 
ashamed, but just know the 
implications your decision 
made. Karen Handel, the candi­
date who cared so little about 
your vote and your issues that 
she neglected to participate in 
any of the “Meet the 
Candidates” programs spon­
sored in the AUC, received the 
majority vote (55%) and was 
elected the next Chairman of 
the Fulton County Board of 
Commissioners.
Maybe that means nothing to 
you, but it will. She was the 
candidate who advocated for 
keeping the confederate flag 
flying in Georgia. She now rep­
resents you in name only. What 
is worse is that we did not elect 
the most qualified candidate for 
the position because only 104 
people voted.
This hurts me so deeply 
because my family fought and 
protested for the right to vote. I 
have family members who were 
lynched and killed all over the
country in pursuit of the 1965 
voting rights act. I realize that 
while I am the 3rd generation of 
college students in my family 
and the 4th generation of high 
school graduates—a history of 
which I am very proud, I am 
still the 1st generation to be 
bom with the assurance that on 
my 18th birthday I could vote.
While I find it a privilege, 
apparently as a collective we 
see it only as fuel to our apathy. 
We do not feel that voting 
directly affects us, so we do not 
do it. Or even worse, we are
Since everyone loves The Questions, I have a few of my own:
11. Why do you keep leaving the condoms on the dresser?
10. Why is CAU too far to walk on Tuesday in sneakers, but not 
last Wednesday in stilettos?
9. Should we extend the cap to 104?
8. Or would that be pointless since half of those people are prob­
ably already Greek?
7. Why did more people vote in the SSGA elections?
6. Were the shuttles too inconvenient?
5. Is beating the 5:00 traffic to your apartment in Austell more 
important than electing the RIGHT Karen?
4. Did we annoy you with that bullhorn?
3. Will you be more annoyed when SHE takes away your Hope 
Scholarship?
2. Why didn’t you know HE was running?
1. Is it our fault you’re not registered?
0. Instead of telling us what we could do better, why don’t you 
just VOTE DAMMIT?
comfortable being “registered” 
and not voting. So often I hear, 
“I am registered at home”, but 
you have submitted nan absen­
tee ballot since you came to 
Spelman four years ago.
Registering and not voting 
is like having condoms on your 
night stand and not using them. 
Apparently you knew its 
importance and still allowed 
your fate to be decided for you. 
You gave up your right to 
choose—whether to be healthy 
or not, who represents you or 
not, and what the future holds 
for people who look like you.
Admittedly the system has 
flaws—i.e. Florida in 2000— 
but, according the package it is 
99.9% effective when used cor­
rectly. In our case, we have 
been using them incorrectly if 
at all.
What is most disheartening 
is that I was reluctant to write 
this article because I know that 
you know all of the aforemen­
tioned things. You have taken 
Race, Gender, and the Law, 
two semesters of ADW, and 
attended a host of NAACP and 
SSGA forums about political 
activism.
Statistics say you are proba­
bly even registered... in 
Georgia! It leaves me in a per­
plexing position because you 
are educated and still apathetic. 
I understand that apathy exists, 
but I do not understand how 
you feel comfortable to sleep 
soundly at night knowing these 
things and doing nothing about 
them... especially not after 
Asha and I were thrown off of 
the 3rd floor of Giles Hall by 
two white male economics pro­
fessors who didn’t want you to 
be aware that it was election 
day.
Not after we took the risk 
and cursed at you without the 
permission of upper level 
administration in order to moti­
vate you to vote.
I offered to let people use my 
car, drive them to the polls, and 
even buy them dinner—yet 
nothing worked. If I sound des­
perate, it is because I am. I am 
desperate for us to care and vote 
in 2004.
I am desperate for the con­
cerns of college students and 
young minorities to be the piv­
otal issues that determine the 
outcome of this next election. I 
am desperate because I know 
this will not happen with 104 
people showing up at the polls 
from two major historically 
black institutions.
I am desperate because when 
I asked a student from Spelman 
if she voted she said, “No I 
apologize”—as though she 
needed to appease me because 
she was interested in AK A and 
not because she is a black 
woman that did not vote.
Do not apologize to me, 
apologize to this community 
and all of the women in my 
family who were hosed down 
with fire hydrants, had their 
houses burned down, and their 
lives threatened just so you 
could have the right to vote.
I am desperate because you 
too are more intrigued by the 
possibility of a fight between 
Asha (the Delta) and I (the 
AKA), than you are in joining 
us in solidarity about the impor­
tance of voting.
Since the Maroon Tiger 
swears we have beef, consider 
the importance voting must 
have if members of Eta Kappa 
and Mu Pi are working together 
to get you to vote. All Greek 
issues aside, my greatest fear is 
that one day we will not be able 
to exercise our voice because 
the right will be revoked in an 




1. So, the fireworks were your idea 
or ours? 2. Why did he keep cut­
ting off the old school? 3. Is it our 
fault you're too young to know any 
better? 4. Lenny Williams! 5. We 
decided to get religion this year?
6. And culture, too? 7. You 
thought it was Russell Simmons' 
joint, didn't you? 8. Title bout:
Alpha Rho versus Bloody Psi? 9.
Who’s your money on? 10. Is it 
just your time to fall off? 11.
Who’s idea was it to get the sexy 
stuff outta the way first? 12.
Strutting like a Clydesdale in your 
flight suit? 13. Now, for real, what 
did those wigs have to do with 
Shangri-La? 14. Where the hell 
did Boo and Gotti come from? 15.
You left early, didn’t you? 16.
Were you mad when you heard 
the surprise guest was thurrr? 17.
You forgot your lighter, didn't you?
18. And your cell phone did the 
trick? 19. Did you really want to 
see David Banner’s cornfed 
Mississippi gut? 20. And did he 
bring enough cash to pay for 
everything he was about to break?
21. So was Da Band headlining or 
not? 22. We know you heard 
about Choppa and the booty-shak­
er, right? 23. In essence, that 
show was for the locals, huh? 24.
Did you miss your fourth coronation in a row? 25.
Getting ready for the afterparty? 26. Short and to 
the point...that’s just like Memphis, ain’t it? 27.
But for real, how many times did we see that pyra­
mid last week? 28. Which party did you go to?
29. Didn’t the legal folks just have an unfair advan­
tage? 30. Were you at the gate acting like you 
weren’t taking advantage of the $1 before 11:30 
and then running to Level 3 the minute you were 
tight? 31. Did you think it was ladylike to be that 
drunk in public? 32. And didn’t they take that 2- 
minute guest spot a little too seriously? 33. Were 
you one band with one sound before or after Nick 
Cannon? 34. Wasn’t that about the biggest punk 
move you ever saw? 35. We came for a show...why 
didn’t you just fight about it? 36. An ad in the program 
can’t be appropriate, can it? 37. Why didn’t YOU get a 
shout out? 38. Just a little too long this year, wasn’t it? 
39. They had a court this year? 40. And their presen­
tation was tight? 41. Did she really have to dance?
42. Are you holding your top up?! 43. So is she col­
orblind? 44. Or does she love her frat that much? 45. 
Were you clapping? 46. Did they really gave her a stand­
ing ovation? 47. Didn’t Walter save a sagging perform­
ance? 48. What did you do after Coronation? 49. Fashion 
victim? 50. Have you ever seen so much gel and weave?
51. Won’t you be glad when we let the 80s formalwear die?
52. How about the 80s period? 53. Aren’t you glad she
finally found something 
to match those damn 
shoes? 54. And now 
that she has, don’t you 
hope NEVER to see 
them again? 55. How 
many times can you 
pledge a sorority? 56. 
Aren’t crunk Spelman 
alumnae the cutest 
thing you ever saw? 
57. Especially when 
they’re Mu Pi? 58. 
Aren’t crunk
Morehouse oldheads 
the scariest thing you 
ever saw? 59.
Especially when they’re 
Bloody Psi? 60. Didn't 
you wish you belonged 
to somebody's tent? 
61. They won? 62. Are
you still shocked? 63. 
Didn’t Pi Chapter win the 
stepshow? 64. Didn’t but­
terfingers redeem himself 
this year? 65. Is the most 
popular boy in college avail­
able for birthdays? 66. 
Don’t you wish you saw 
STOMP, or Bring in Da 
Noise? 67. Were you prac­
ticing for Ryan Cameron? 
68. Didn’t the step show feel 
like Bring it On? 69. Didn’t 
you get the strangest sense 
of deja vu after the band 
left? 70. Same too-short
pants and all, huh? 71. Were you crunk because your boyfriend 
was up there? 72. What about your ex? 73. And your "friend 
with benefits"? 74. Is this too much Greek attention? 75. 
Sidenote, is anybody crossing Spring ‘04? 76. Didn’t it just seem 
like SOMETHING should have been going on SOMEWHERE 
after the stepshow? 77. How many times can you hear Ghetto 
Music in seven days? 78. Is "Get On My Level" the official song 
of 2004 now? 79. Isn't it somehow fitting? 80. Did you make 
it to Sunday service? 81. You didn’t think we’d come up with 
eighty-one, did you?
